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Two weeks ago the sixth of seven national gatherings of the Truth 

and Reconciliation Commission was held here in Vancouver. Last 

Sunday, Rev. Bernice King, daughter of Martin Luther King Jr 

spoke to over 70000 people who had gathered in the pouring rain 

to march and intentionally show their support for reconciliation. 

 

The dictionary defines the word intention as “A determination to 

act in a certain way, resolve, fixity of purpose, firm determination 

marked by boldness and steadiness.”  

 

Things do not just happen. It is people who are intentional who 

make things happen. When we are intentional we make things 

happen whether it be for good or bad. 

 

It seems to me however that Christianity is frequently overly 

preoccupied with the next life while missing the opportunities of 

this life; of the here and now. 

 

This is important for us because the cup of opportunity that life 

hands me to drink is, different from the one that it hands you. 

Lazarus is not sitting at your door or mine but someone else is! I 

cannot drink the rich man's cup, but I can drink the cup handed to 

me. 
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So the parable's focus is on life, living with intention. The concern 

is with this world, not the next. Religion however has led us to 

believe that life in the next world is what really matters, that 

heaven and hell are where the real action is. Everything else is 

secondary. Our actions here are only of importance insofar as they 

determine our eternal destiny. We do good in order to get to 

heaven. As a result, Christian spirituality has often discounted life 

in this world and those who benefit from our charitable activities 

become mere pawns in the self-centered game of salvation. D. H. 

Lawrence labeled such apparent charity as “greedy giving.” In 

other words we are being good for ulterior reasons. Life here is 

only a means to a quote “greater end.” 

 

This morning I want to suggest that the point of the parable is not 

instruction in how to make it in the next life, but rather, living with 

intention in this life. It draws its meaning from the surrounding 

teachings which make it clear that Jesus wants us to live in this 

world wisely, responsibly, charitably and with intention. The 

issues that Jesus sets before us are larger than putting stars in our 

individual crowns. The parable really points out to us that human 

suffering is not a matter of indifference to God. God cares for 

people and expects us also to also care for people. 

 

In fact I would go so far as to state that God is less concerned with 

our quote “sinful” bumps and warts than with the needs of those 

around us. The question that the Bible continually asks is, "What is 

the focus; what is the intention of your life?" Do we live for 

ourselves - our comfort, our security, our salvation - or for others? 

Micah, the prophet, prompts us with the correct answer. "He has 

showed you, O man, what is good; and what does the Lord require 

of you but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly 

with your God (Micah 6:8)."  
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That demand did not change in all the years separating the Old 

from the New Testaments. Jesus merely gave it visibility and 

clarity when he told his followers to feed the hungry, visit the 

prisoner, and clothe the naked. To love God is to love the 

neighbor. ‘I tell you the truth, whatever you did for one of the least 

of these brothers of mine, you did for me.’ Remember?  

 

So the eternal question to be asked, here and hereafter, is simply, 

"How are the neighbors doing?" Their welfare must be of genuine 

concern to us because it is to God. 

 

So too, I suggest that the life of our planet earth is of importance. 

Its creation was an intentional act of God. But its destruction could 

well be our own doing. Polluting the earth with our waste; Cutting 

down rain forests; Killing off species of wildlife; Punching holes in 

the protective ozone layer; endangering our delicate environment 

with pipelines filled with oil and so much more. These are acts of 

abuse to God’s creation. The photograph of the earth taken from 

the moon should give us pause and make it abundantly clear that 

we are all part of an intricate and delicate ecosystem. The food we 

eat, the clothes we wear, the coffee we drink and so much more is 

all part of a social and economic network on which we all depend.  

 

The question that the parable raises for us is, “What are we going 

to do with our world? How are we going to shape its history? 

What legacy do we leave for the neighbors who come after us?" 

The German theologian, Dietrich Bonhoeffer, argued that for 

Christians the only ethical question is, "How shall the next 

generation live?" We are stewards of our time and place in history 

and whether we construe it globally or locally we are responsible 

for passing history on to someone else as it was passed on to us. 
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Yes, I believe that the purpose of the parable is to direct our 

attention to the serious business of intentional living in this world 

rather than pointing to the next. Indeed, the parable even warns 

about allowing our attention to wander. We do not have all the 

time in the world to be about it however. A sudden turn of events 

reminds us that we are not immortal. A serious accident, the 

discovery of a lump while taking a shower, whatever, the fact is 

that our lives are bounded by birth and by death. The early 19
th

 

Century philosopher, theologian, poet, and social critic Søren 

Kirkegaard proclaimed: “the earnest thought of death to be life's 

greatest ally. When we begin to do the arithmetic of life, it brings a 

sense of urgency to take life seriously.” 

 

This parable, therefore, reminds us that life is serious business 

because we have only one life to live; one chance to make a 

difference. As the selfish rich man woefully found out, there are no 

second chances. We only have a few years to make this planet a 

better place; or the life of the neighbor more bearable. We have 

three score and 10 years, the Psalmist says, or even if by reason of 

strength, good genetics and the luck of the draw we have four 

score, in light of the big picture we are soon gone.  

 

Indeed the awareness of limits and time means we can take up a 

conscious stance with regard to our own inevitable mortality. I for 

one have been thinking about this and of late even more than I use 

to. I am sixty-three and have just completed 26 years in ministry 

and I am asking myself what difference have I made. What have 

been my intentions and what are my intentions? And I am sure that 

I am not alone in this and that many of you have also had those 

introspective moments when you too have such thoughts and 

conversations with your inner self.  
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However perhaps we need to step back a bit and recognize that it is 

not about us. Perhaps it’s about something greater.  

 

Imagine for a moment now 

Just how this world would change. 

Upside-down, inside-out 

Dramatically rearranged 

If we took the time to ask what 

God would like to see 

And listened closely to the way 

God wants this world to be… 

So let’s ask God: 

O Holy One 

Tell me what you wish for, tell me what you’d like 

Tell me what you dream of in the middle of the night 

Tell me what you hope for, what do you desire? 

I want to know just what it is that sets your heart on fire. 

Indeed, what sets your heart on fire? 

 

Amen. 


