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These two parables get our attention. If Jesus lived right now I would 

think that he would be telling us about losing car keys and desperately 

running around the house looking for them. Or losing our cell phone and 

going crazy trying to find it. 

 

Whether it be keys, a lost phone or a sheep or coin ttoday we hear two 

parables that speak a great deal about love in our lives. We have before us 

today two parables that take us to the very heart of the gospel message of 

Christ; two parables which have been called by many the gospel within the 

gospel. To fully appreciate this let us first get into the context of this story. 

 

The story begins by saying that a large number of tax collectors and 

sinners came to hear Jesus teach. Also among the crowd were Pharisees 

and teachers of the law who murmured against Jesus 

saying, "This man receives sinners and eats with them." 

 

It would be very easy for us to slide by these verses and move right into 

the parables but let's stop for a moment and dig, because there is 

something happening here that is very important for us to understand.  

This is the frame for all that follows in chapter fifteen, the story of a 

shepherd and his sheep, of a widow and her coins, of a man and his two 

sons. Ask the question, "Who are these tax collectors and sinners?" 

 

In the eyes of the religious leaders they were notorious evil people who 

failed to follow the Mosaic Law of Judaism, robbers, adulterers, and the 

like. To the scribes and the Pharisees it was an insult and an offence that 

Jesus would dare associate the likes of these.  
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The Pharisees had a name for such people as these, they were called the 

People of the Land and according to the regulations of the religious law, 

and I quote: 

"When a man is one of the People of the Land, entrust no money to 

him, take no testimony from him, trust him with no secret, do not 

appoint him as guardian of an orphan, do not make him the 

custodian of charitable funds, and do not accompany him on a 

journey." 

 

Quite simply, these people with whom Jesus ate were classified as sinners 

were not allowed to even have business dealings with Pharisees. It was the 

deliberate aim of the Pharisees and the scribes to avoid every kind of 

contact with these people. So you can well imagine that they would have 

been angry at the way in which Jesus received them and not only talked 

with them but actually ate with them. 

 

Eating was very important to the culture of that day. Eating with someone 

was more than a simple social event; it was an act of acceptance and 

recognition.  Jesus, by eating with these people, was doing more than just 

having a meal; he was making a strong symbolic statement to all who 

witnessed it. In the eyes of the teachers of the law and the Pharisees he 

was doing something that was absolutely shocking because by his actions 

he was accepting these people, affirming them, reaching out to them and 

showing them his acceptance. 

 

This, for us, raises all sorts of questions. Think about it for a moment, if 

Jesus were here today, who would he be dining with? …  

 

Who are the so called quote "sinners" who would be gathered around the 

table with our Lord? Consider, who it is that you consider unworthy? Who 

is it that you detest? Who is it that you would not want to associate with? 

Who is it that our society looks upon with disdain? 
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Which one of you, if you owned one-hundred sheep and one got lost 

would not leave the 99 sheep in the wilderness-vulnerable to wolves, 

wandering off, and all other manner of mischief-and go out and beat the 

bushes until you found your lost sheep? Then would you not put that 

sheep on your shoulders, just as if you were carrying a new-found child, 

and when you saw your friends, would you not cry out 'Come party with 

me! I have found my lost sheep!'  

 

Now which one of you would not do that? 

 

Or which one of you, if you like a woman who has lost a loonie, would not 

be like that woman and rip up all of the carpet in your living room, move 

all of the furniture out into the front yard, and then move all the heavy 

appliances out of the kitchen, and search relentlessly until you have found 

that missing coin? And when you found that loonie you would come 

running out of the house calling to everyone up and down the street, 

"Come party with me! I found my loonie!"  

 

Now which one of you would not do that? 

 

Which one of you would go to such extremes to finding a lost sheep or a 

lost coin? This kind of shepherding is not very wise. When you leave a 

whole flock for the sake of one sheep, you risk losing everything. When 

you waste a whole day tearing your house apart in search of one coin you 

are squandering your time and energy and in the end will have lost more 

than you have gained. This is not responsible stewardship of our life's 

energy and resources.  

 

These are powerful parables invite us to ask who are the lost of our world, 

indeed of this community who are in need of acceptance and love? Jesus 

talks about a lost coin and a lost sheep and in each case it was found by a 

person who cared enough to look. The question for each of us is Do we 

care for enough; do we love enough to look.  
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Ultimately, that is the challenge for us today. To live the Gospel in our 

world and make it real in the lives of those we touch. Quite simply, the 

question for us has to be: Do we care enough to take the risk, to look for 

the lost and to share our love with them?  Do we care enough to risk 

having our love rejected; to risk being rejected ourselves and criticised by 

our own neighbours, by our friends, and even possibly by our families 

because we have chosen to care and love others who the world has given 

up on. 

 

Today's gospel message takes us to places where we may not wish to go. 

We can, however, find comfort in knowing that God has already been 

there and invites us to follow and to gather around the table. God's love 

empowers us to love and to accept because we have experienced that 

unconditional love for ourselves.  It is risky but ultimately it is Christian 

and Christ like because Jesus first took that risk and dared to love us. 

Thanks be to God. Amen. 


