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Our reading is from the Book of Acts Chapter 2 from verse 1 through to 

verse 21 reading from the “The New Revised Standard.” 

When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. 

And suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent 

wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting. Divided tongues, 

as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them. All of 

them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, 

as the Spirit gave them ability.  

Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in 

Jerusalem. And at this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, 

because each one heard them speaking in the native language of each. 

Amazed and astonished, they asked, "Are not all these who are speaking 

Galileans? And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own native 

language? Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea 

and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the 

parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and 

proselytes, Cretans and Arabs—in our own languages we hear them 

speaking about God's deeds of power." All were amazed and perplexed, 

saying to one another, "What does this mean?" But others sneered and said, 

"They are filled with new wine."  

But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, 

"Men of Judea and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and 

listen to what I say. Indeed, these are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is 

only nine o'clock in the morning. No, this is what was spoken through the 

prophet Joel: "In the last days it will be, God declares, that I will pour out 

my Spirit upon all flesh, and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, 

and your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams. 

Even upon my slaves, both men and women, in those days I will pour out 

my Spirit; and they shall prophesy. And I will show portents in the heaven 

above and signs on the earth below, blood, and fire, and smoky mist. The 

sun shall be turned to darkness and the moon to blood, before the coming of 

the Lord's great and glorious day. Then everyone who calls on the name of 

the Lord shall be saved.' 
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A couple of weeks ago our moderator The Right Rev. Gary 

Paterson spoke at Highlands United Church in North Vancouver  

and pointed out that the Pentecostal movement is the fastest 

growing Christian movement in the Christian church. He further 

suggested that if the United Church is going to turn itself around 

we needed to become more Pentecostal. We need to become what 

is referred to as an Acts 2 church.  

 

What is it about the Pentecostal Church he asks? He further states 

that he hungers for the Pentecostal energy for the United Church. 

He doesn’t want the theology but he has a hunger for the energy, 

the passion and the commitment. He asks the question, “What 

would a passionate Liberal look like? She who has a the fire in her 

belly for gospel, for transformation, for doing the stuff that really 

matters where you are out in the world filled with a zest that is 

aware of God’s love and energy within you… How then can we in 

the United Church be connected to the Spirit and have a 

Pentecostal moment that changes us?”  

(If you want the see and hear this sermon go to the Highlands 

United Church North Vancouver web site and click on the live 

streaming site and the service for May 11
th

  Moderator Service.) 

 

What are we talking about this morning? Is the church supposed to 

use the word Pentecost only as a noun or can it be used as an 

adjective? And so I ask you: Are you Pentecostal? Are we, BNUC 

Pentecostal? 

 

In spite of the fact that the church doesn't know what the adjective 

means, the church insists that the word remain in our vocabulary as 

an adjective. The church is unwilling for the word simply to be a 

noun, to represent a date, a place, an event in the history of the 

church, refuses for it to be simply a memory, an item, something 

back there somewhere. The church insists that the word is an 

adjective that describes the church.  
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If the church is alive in the world it is Pentecostal but I believe that 

our United Church of Canada has lost its fire primarily at the 

congregational level. It is no secret that our congregations are 

struggling trying to keep the doors open and trying to grow in 

numbers. We have in many respects entered into a survival mode 

and become so congregational and insular and concerned with our 

finances and buildings and property that we have lost our way. We 

have lost our Pentecostal spirit, that brought us into being 89 years 

ago. 

 

How do we keep this aliveness, this fire burning; this spirit 

moving? What must exist in us, around us, and through us, if we 

are to be Pentecostal? Simply these three things: 

 

We are first to be in one accord. When the day of Pentecost came, 

the apostles were all together in one place. It was the day that 

Christ had promised. They knew beyond a shadow of a doubt that 

Jesus was the eternal living Lord and now they waited in 

expectation; for what they knew not. How could they possibly 

have known that the Holy Spirit was about to descend upon them? 

Regardless the result would be the beginning of the church. 

Pentecost became the primal fact of church history when those 

disciples received God’s power. 
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This power came on a day when they were, as the King James 

Version puts it, “in one accord.” In other words, there was unity 

and agreement. There was a commonality among them. They even 

shared all things in common; we learn later. It is important to note 

that it would not be that way forever. Later a major split would 

occur in the church over who should get in. It has been said that 

Peter and Paul came out fighting and it’s been going on in the 

church ever since. But, in the early days, there was one accord. It 

was to that setting that the Holy Spirit came. When the United 

Church of Canada was born we were of one accord and the 

founders of our church were truly Pentecostal. 

 

Secondly, we are told in Chapter 1 that “They all joined together 

constantly in prayer.” It is interesting to note those places in the 

world where the church is growing the fastest? Not in the west, but 

places like Korea, China, Africa, and Latin America. For some 

years now there have been massive revivals taking place in these 

countries.  

 

While it is true that churches that are together, in one accord can 

accomplish much, no church can be truly Pentecostal, if it does not 

pray. And it seems to me that much of the church has lapsed into a 

weekly routine of Sunday morning sermons and children’s Sunday 

school. We have lost our desire to dedicate ourselves to prayer 

expecting the Holy Spirit to move in our presence and change 

lives. Folks we need prayer to be a part of our tool box. We need to 

make it a high priority. 
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A poem by an unknown author speaks of this: 

 

I got up early one morning and rushed right into the day; 

I had so much to accomplish that I didn’t take time to pray. 

Problems just tumbled about me, and heavier became each task. 

“Why doesn’t God help me,” I wondered. God answered:  

“You didn’t ask.” 

I wanted to see joy and beauty, but the day toiled on,  

gray and bleak, 

I wondered why God didn’t show me, God said:  

“You didn’t seek.” 

I tried to came into God’s presence; I used all my keys at the lock, 

God gently and lovingly chided: “My child, you didn’t knock.” 

I woke up early this morning and paused before entering the day. 

I had so much to accomplish, that I had to take time to pray. 

 

Too many people are trying to go it alone. Too many churches are 

trying to go it alone. They act as though the only thing that can 

occur with prayer is what psychologically takes place within a 

person. However if we are truly to come into God’s presence, then 

we must ask to be in God’s presence. 

 

We live in a secular society intoxicated with success, and 

individualism and have become too self-sufficient to feel the 

necessity of redeeming and preserving grace, too proud to pray to 

God. Nations as well as individual people stand in need of prayer. 

Prayer for guidance. Prayer for deliverance. Prayer to shape us into 

people of integrity. Prayer to God to forgive us of our sins. Which 

brings us to our third point. 

 



Are you Pentecostal? 
 

A sermon preached by the Rev. John C. Miller at BNUC United Church, Surrey, BC June 8, 2014 
Acts 2:1-21; Psalm 104; John 7:37-39) Pentecost Yr.A/14 

Page 6 
 

If we are to be a Pentecostal church we need to repent. If there is a 

moral crisis in the life of a person, that person must repent. If there 

is a moral crisis in the event of a nation, it must repent. If there is a 

moral crisis in the life of a church, that church must repent. 

Pentecost is possible only where sin is adequately dealt with.  

 

Peter, the churches first leader, understood this. In the very first 

sermon of the church Peter reminded the people of their most 

egregious error: God was at work through Jesus, Peter proclaimed 

to them, but you handed him over, put him to death nailing him to 

the cross. But God raised him from the dead and exalted him to the 

right hand of God.  

 

When he had finished giving his sermon, which takes up the last 

half of chapter two, the people ask of him: “What shall we do?” 

His response: Repent. Apparently John Wesley, the founder of our 

United Church Methodist branch, preached more sermons on the 

text: “Repent for the kingdom of God is at hand,” than any other 

text. It is ultimately basic to connecting with God. 

 

But what is repentance, you might ask? For those first believers it 

was simply this: Changing their mind. Realizing their error. 

Accepting the one they once condemned. Becoming what they 

once ridiculed and receiving Jesus Christ and following him. That 

is repentance! And it has not changed.  
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Our United Church has been very conscious about repentance in 

regards to the residential schools. In 1986 we first apologized to 

the First Nations and then again in 1997 in part with these words: 

"We now realize that the offering of the churches and of 

countless faithful and caring servants of the churches, 

through their participation in the residential school system 

has tragically resulted in pain and suffering and injustice for 

many...." Repentance Statement of the 36th General Council, 1997 

 

We started The Healing Fund in 1995, originally established by 

General Council as a five-year fund-raising and educational 

campaign to address the impacts of residential schools on 

Aboriginal people. Today, 19 years later, the Fund has raised 

$1,200,000 and continues as one facet of the United Church's 

ongoing reconciliation work with Aboriginal people.  

 

Further to this in 1998 the then moderator The Very Rev. Bill 

Phipps apologized a third time. When asked why yet again was the 

church apologizing he said: "Repentance is a long road and it's 

going to go on for generations." And so it has. And so it will. 

 

And so it is that we receive the gift of the Holy Spirit today. 

Through unity, prayer, and repentance we can harness the power of 

the Spirit. So let me ask you again: Are you Pentecostal?  

http://www.united-church.ca/aboriginal/schools/repentance

