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Some years ago Mary and I went to Peru and visited the Nazca 

Lines near the village of Nazca. While there we took trip out into 

the desert to view an ancient grave yard. When we got there all we 

could for miles was bones. The graves had long ago been dug up 

and robbed and what remained was the skeletal remains of the 

ancient people buried there. 

 

Ezekiel was a prophet at a time when all was not well with God's 

people. The Northern Kingdom of Israel had been defeated by the 

Assyrians. King Nebuchadnezzar had invaded the Southern 

Kingdom of Judah and carried off the people to exile in Babylon. 

Ezekiel himself was taken with the first wave of captives. The 

Holy city of Jerusalem and Solomon's great Temple lay in ashes. 

The entire Jewish population had been plunged into despair. There 

was no hope, no tomorrow, and the dream of the chosen people 

appeared to have come to an end. YAHWEH had, so it seemed, 

deserted them. 

 

It is in the midst of this catastrophe that Ezekiel finds himself 

standing in the midst of the valley of death’s shadow, the valley of 

dry bones. It is an apocalyptic landscape, a place of death. Ezekiel 

looks and sees dry, lifeless bones lying all around him. 

 

"Son of man, can these bones live?" Yahweh asks him. 

 

It is a powerful question that hits us in the very pit of life's journey. 

Can this job be done? Can there be recovery? Will our marriage 

survive? Will the cancer heal? Is there hope for this planet earth? 

Will our congregation survive and still be here for the next 

generation.  

 



Will These Bones Live? 
 

A Sermon preached at BNUC, Surrey, BC, by Rev. John Miller on April 6, 2014 

Ezekiel 37:1-14; Psalm 130; Romans 8:6-11; John 11:1-45)  Lent 5Yr. A/2014 
Page 2 

It is a very powerful question that speaks to us at many different 

levels. Indeed, it is a question that permeates our lives to the very 

bone. But it is necessary at times to face the ghastly reality. It is 

necessary sometimes, before we can respond, to be brutally 

realistic about what has to be faced. Whether it be a country's 

economy, or an international political situation, or an illness, or the 

onslaught of old age, or a marriage in conflict, or a community 

divided, or a congregation struggling to survive. Whatever the 

situation, we must be prepared to unflinchingly look beneath the 

flesh and look at the bones of the situation. 

 

Placed in the valley of dry bones, Ezekiel is confronted with the 

bones of Israel's situation as she cries out to God from the pit of 

her soul, "Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost." It's the 

same cry that Jesus heard when he came to comfort Martha, "Lord, 

if you had been here, my brother would not have died!" How 

many times do we cry out to God as we find ourselves confronted 

with the hopelessness of the situation? How many times in the face 

of death do we yell out "Come out!" And nothing happens. 

"Lord, our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost." 

 

But Yahweh asks, "Son of man can these bones live?" 

 

That's the million dollar question friends. "Can these bones live?" 

Will there be a Bethany-Newton United Church in the future for 

us. Who dares to answer the question? Not even Ezekiel has the 

courage to speak Yes or No. "Only you know Lord." But you 

know deep down inside, deep down inside his inner core I suspect 

that Ezekiel was thinking more than that and I think that deep 

down inside, so are we. 
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"O yes God, only you know but I hope upon hope that the answer 

is Yes!" Isn't that what we want to hear, yes. Yes, there is life in the 

midst of death. Yes, there is hope. Yes, there is a cure? Yes, there 

is a future? Yes, there is purpose for living and dying. Yes by God 

Yes! (Pause) 

 

Then the Lord speaks unto us. "You want to hear Yes O son of 

man, then prophesy to these bones. Say unto them, Dry bones 

hear the word of the Lord. Tell these bones O Son of man that 

the Lord will breathe into them and make them come to life. 

Prophesy to the breath O Son of man that it might breathe into 

these bones and bring them to life." 

 

This is truly one of the great stories of the Bible because it captures 

for us so much of what our Christian faith is all about. In the midst 

of disaster, in the midst of sorrow, in the midst of hopelessness, in 

the midst of the valley of the shadow of death there is hope and 

there is life and there is the Spirit of God flowing through us and 

giving us the strength that we need to continue our journey. This is 

a wonderful story for us today. It is a powerful story as you folks 

begin the serious work of finding a new minister, which in itself, I 

might add, is a sign of hope as you decide who that person will be. 

I mean what’s the point of seeking a new minister if you don’t plan 

to live and vision a new future? 

 

The breath of God is here. God's spirit is in these walls, in this 

worship, in this community of love and fellowship. BNUC has life. 

BNUC has a future. BNUC has a purpose. Have no doubt about it 

for God says, "I will rebuild. For I am the Lord and I will open 

your graves, and I will bring you up from them, and I will put my 

Spirit in you and you will live!" 
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Bethany-Newton United Church can be a sign of that truth coming 

into reality because you have an opportunity to put your faith into 

action by taking God's call to prophesy life very seriously. For God 

does not act alone. God does not simply breathe life into dead 

bones but calls us, you and me, to prophesy life in the midst of 

death. God takes us seriously and wants our human co-operation, 

our human gifts, our contributions, our ministry, and our 

commitment. God will form the breath, the sinews, the flesh, the 

skin. God will provide! Believe it friends! God is not finished with 

you yet! 

 

The valley of dry bones is a powerful and hope filled image that 

offers promise of life. The story of Lazarus is a powerful and hope 

filled story that offers a new vision. As I come to the end of my 

ministry with you, your ministry here at BNUC remains and 

continues.  

 

The opportunity to live is before us as we declare and proclaim to 

one another, to the world, to God; that we are people of life, that 

we have hope, that we believe in the promise of God who stands 

by the grave side, by the tombs of our lives and calls unto us to 

come out, come alive, for the Lord speaks unto us, "I am the Lord 

and I will open your graves, and I will bring you up from them, 

and I will put my Spirit in you and you will live!" Amen. 
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Offertory Invitation 

 

God calls upon us to prophesy unto the dry bones for then they will 

come to life. God calls us to participate and to share in this 

ministry and to give our gifts that they might be blessed and 

multiplied and used to bring life in all its fullness. Let us respond 

to that call as we present our morning offerings. 

 

Prayers of the People 

 

Oh Lord our God, giver of life itself, and of all those gifts that 

make it rich with meaning and purpose, we are thankful that you 

are with us even when our experience of life is like a valley of dry 

bones, stripped bare of satisfaction and joy, brittle with 

disappointment, and bleached out with discouragement and 

hopelessness. 

 

We are grateful for a faith in which our God has encountered 

human kind in all the experiences of life, sorrow as well as joy, 

sadness as well as elation, and depression, as well as exultation, 

and has called us to believe in new life. 

 

Breathe into us Breath of God, a new measure of your Spirit, that 

our faith may make the fire within us, urging us into ever new 

ventures in living, opening us to new depths of feeling, and of 

understanding of all that life is about.  
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Come to us O Breath of God, with an answer to our needs that we 

may grow in our faith and our commitment. As we re-dedicate 

ourselves this day to this community of faith, to this ministry, to 

your call to be a witness to life in the shadow of death, give us 

Lord the courage to walk your path. Make us aware of our 

blessings with which we are surrounded, and speak to us of needs 

beyond ourselves, that can be met, perhaps, only through our 

participation in working along side you. 

 

Cause us all O Lord to be caught up as agent in your plan of 

redemptive love, and grant that our dry-bones experience may give 

way to life rich with meaning and purpose, fulfilling your will for 

us and for all human kind, through Jesus, our Lord and Savior, our 

breath of life we pray. 
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Offertory Prayer 

 

Bring life, O God, to the program and mission of this church, 

which we support through our tithes and offerings. May our giving 

bring life and hope in many valleys of dry bones. As Christ 

sacrificed life for us, so may each of us commit ourselves to 

carrying forward the work to which we are called in our own day. 

Bless us and all the gifts we bring, in Jesus' name, Amen. 

 


