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In one way or another all of us submit ourselves to that which is 

important to us. For some, work is the most important thing; all 

that we are revolves around it. Without work many have no 

identity. What a person does becomes what a person "is". I was 

reminded of this when Mary and I were visiting our son and 

daughter-in-law over Christmas. My son Clayton said to me, “Dad 

I’m concerned for you because ministry is so much a part of who 

you are! What are you going to do in retirement? What are you 

going to be?” 

 

For others, relationships are the most important thing. To have the 

benevolence, love, and friendship of others can become an all-

consuming passion of life.  

 

Many people believe that pleasure is the most important thing. Life 

is centered in having a good time. Those who rank pleasure at the 

top of the list believe that happiness is the result of pleasure.  

 

Others are compelled by the forces of life to feel that the 

preservation of life is the most important thing. "Today," said the 

theologian Paul Tillich, "the simple concern for food and clothing 

and shelter is so overwhelming in the greater part of humankind 

that it has almost suppressed most of the other human concerns, 

and it has absorbed the minds of all classes of people." (The New 

Being, p. 155) 

 

Am I not correct in saying that what we give ourselves to is the 

most important thing to us? Can anyone deny that? The question is 

not, "Will we submit ourselves to what we consider to be the most 

important thing?" Rather the primary question is, "What is the 

most important thing to which we can submit ourselves?" 

 



Submission 

 

A sermon preached by Rev. John Miller at BNUC, Surrey, BC on January 12, 2013 

Isaiah 42:1-9; Psalm 29; Acts 10:34-43; Matthew 3:13-17  1
st
 Sunday after Epiphany A/14 

Page 2 

In writing about the baptism of Jesus, Matthew speaks on the latter 

question. When Jesus came to John the Baptizer to be baptized, 

John tried to prevent him saying, "I need to be baptized by you, 

and do you come to me?" Jesus then told John why he had come to 

be baptized. He did not say that he had come for baptism for the 

remission of sin. Nor did he say that he had come because John 

was more or less worthy. Rather Jesus said that he had come to 

"fulfill all righteousness." 

 

Jesus was saying that he had come to be baptized in order to fulfill 

the commands and expectations of God. For Matthew, a person 

who "fulfills all righteousness" is one who is totally submitted to 

God's authority. Thus, baptism for Jesus was an act of fidelity to 

God. Baptism was Jesus' statement that submission to God's 

authority would be the most important thing in his life. God, 

according to Matthew, was pleased with the obedience of Jesus. So 

pleased was God that Matthew paints a picture in which the 

heavens opened, and the Spirit of God descended like a dove while 

a voice from Heaven said, "This is my beloved Son with whom I am 

well pleased." 

 

This Sunday we observe the Baptism of the Lord. It is not a big 

huge day of the church, like Christmas or Easter. It is however a 

Sunday when we reflect upon the baptism of Jesus. It is a time 

when we remember how Jesus submitted himself to God's 

authority, and how he lived out that authority in every aspect of his 

life and teachings. It is also a time for us to remember how living 

under God's authority took him to a cross and to the Resurrection. 
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But, this Sunday is more than a time for us to reflect and 

remember. It is more than a time for us to recall how Jesus, 

through his baptism, submitted himself to God's authority and, 

therefore, identified himself with humanity. This day was written 

into the church calendar so that we would not forget that we also 

have followed the example of our Lord. Through baptism, we have 

submitted ourselves to God's authority. Like Jesus, we have been 

baptized. Like our Lord, we have given ourselves to God's reign in 

our lives. We are thereby marked as Christ's disciples and initiated 

into Christ's Holy Church. Through baptism, we have been 

ordained to our ministry in the world. 

 

If I were building a new church, I would put the baptismal font or 

pool in a prominent place near the front door of the sanctuary. I 

would want every worshiper to be confronted by it every Sunday 

morning. I would want worshipers to walk around it before getting 

to a pew. I would want those who come and go from the church to 

do so with the persistent and constant reminder that they have been 

baptized. I wonder if any of you have wondered why our baptismal 

font in our sanctuary stands just inside the entrance to the 

sanctuary. It use to stand just over there in the corner under the 

speaker and out of the way but a couple of years ago I moved it 

because I want each of us to see it and to remember out baptism 

every time we walk into this sanctuary. Touch the water and 

remember your baptism. 

 

This font, standing where it does, will not let us forget that we 

have been initiated into this congregation, as well as into the 

universal church. It reminds us that we have been grafted as a 

member of the Body of Christ - marked and identified as a 

Christian disciple. It will not let us erase from our memory that we 

have been born anew in the water and in the Spirit. 

 



Submission 

 

A sermon preached by Rev. John Miller at BNUC, Surrey, BC on January 12, 2013 

Isaiah 42:1-9; Psalm 29; Acts 10:34-43; Matthew 3:13-17  1
st
 Sunday after Epiphany A/14 

Page 4 

Every time we celebrate the sacrament of Baptism let us not forget 

that baptism is as much a rite of passage for the church as it is for 

the person being baptized. When a new person joins the Body of 

Christ, neither the member nor the church will ever be the same 

again. During baptism, the church commits itself to the nurturing 

of its new member - through worship, church school classes and 

other nurturing groups, pastoral care, and the ongoing love and 

concern of other members - regardless of whether the one baptized 

is an infant or a mature adult. 

 

Likewise, every time a person is baptized in our congregation, it 

should remind us of the importance of renewing the vows which 

we made, or which were made for us, at our baptism. Let every 

baptism which takes place in our congregation speak to us about 

the importance of submitting ourselves anew to God's authority in 

our lives. 

 

Submission is a notion which does not sit well with contemporary 

people. The assertion of one's rights establishes the mood of our 

day. Freedom from authority is the banner that is hoisted by the 

masses. To be "laid back" is a virtue. We do not want anyone or 

anything to have power over our lives. Yet, baptism is about 

submission. It is about being joined to Christ. 

 

Submission through baptism does not enslave us. Rather, it sets us 

free. The more we submit to Christ, the freer we are to live joyful 

lives of love and service. When giving ourselves to Christ becomes 

the most important consideration, we are made free to respond to 

the hurts and hopes of God's people, whoever they are and 

whenever they cross our path. Christians who are free to love and 

serve are first and foremost submitted to God's authority in all of 

life. 
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When I ask, "What name is this child given?" and baptized that 

child in the name of the Trinity, I hope the day will come when 

that child will take the faith for him or herself and be confirmed as 

a member of Christ's Universal Church. It is our hope and prayer 

that his or her life will be submitted to God's authority - that he or 

she will live out the meaning of baptism.  

 

Regardless however, once baptize the mark is on each of us. We 

may not choose to live by the meaning of baptism, but we can 

never erase what has happened to us on our baptism day. We pass 

through the innocence of childhood as a baptized person. We will 

handle the peer pressure of adolescence as a baptized youngster. 

As mature adults we make moral and ethical decisions as one who 

has been baptized. We face old age as one who has been joined to 

the Body of Christ. We make love, fill out our income tax, and 

decide what to give away and what to keep as one of Christ's 

people. We make up our minds about issues like war, sexuality, 

affluence, and relations as one on whom the water has been 

sprinkled. 

 

We have been baptized. And, every time we enact this ancient 

right we are baptized yet again and we remember and we submit. 


