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Our reading today is from the Gospel of Matthew Chapter 24 

beginning at verse 36 through to verse 44 

As for that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels of 

heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. For as the days of Noah 

were, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. For as in those 

days before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and 

giving in marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark, and they 

knew nothing until the flood came and swept them all away, so too 

will be the coming of the Son of Man. Then two will be in the 

field; one will be taken and one will be left. Two women will be 

grinding meal together; one will be taken and one will be left. 

Keep awake therefore, for you do not know on what day your Lord 

is coming. But understand this: if the owner of the house had 

known in what part of the night the thief was coming, he would 

have stayed awake and would not have let his house be broken 

into. Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is 

coming at an unexpected hour. 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 

Thanks be to God 
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It is officially “count-down” time of the diminishing days until 

Christmas. That tick-tock of passing time is supposed to induce us 

into a buying panic and jump-start our frenzied consumerism. It 

has begun. Did you go down to the US on Black Friday or did you 

support the Black Friday sales right here in our local community?  

 

The count-down to Christmas is on and it’s all about sales. 

Meanwhile here at the church we have our own “countdown to 

Christmas.” It is called “The Season of Advent.” Instead of being a 

time of consumer manic panic, Advent is a time of preparation for 

the gift of a miraculous presence. This “preparation” is not about 

decking the halls or trimming the tree. This “preparation” is not 

about baking cookies or wrapping packages. This “preparation” is 

rather about a truth. A truth which comes into the world, not 

abstract pure and antiseptic clean, but cradled in dirt and mangered 

(wrapped) in mystery.  

 

Advent is an alarm clock, a moment of truth to rouse out of the 

“get-by and keep-going” stupor of this world and to WAKE UP!  

 

Wake up to the impending gift of a new beginning.  

 

Wake up to the first baby steps of the Kingdom entering this world 

through a stable of animals and a cradle of straw.  

 

Wake up from our dogmatic slumbers into the new light of life.  

 

Wake up to the epiphany of Jesus in the world, and in us.  

 

The Advent Season is all about aligning ourselves with the 

astonishing approach of God that occurs on Christmas Day. 

Advent is the time the church urges Jesus’ followers to get in 

“sync” with the amazing story of love and grace God prepared and 

presented to this world.  
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Advent isn’t a time to buy. Advent is rather a time to bond. Advent 

is a time for the people of God to connect and communicate with 

each other and the world. Advent is about sharing the excitement 

and anticipation of the approach of Jesus’ birth and the first 

foothold of God’s kingdom breaking into this world. Advent is a 

“bath of silence” in a blare of noise. Advent is a syncing with the 

Spirit and God’s mission and vision. 

 

VIDEO 

 

Isn’t that cool! Musicians know all about the “the metronome.” 

The steady tick-tock, tick-tock of that mechanical rhythm keeper 

sets the rhythm. With the right rhythm the music can come through 

purer and clearer.  

 

The dozens of metronomes clicking away at completely 

independent, individual rhythms are like our faith communities, 

and our individual selves. We all have our individual rhythms and 

our individual concerns. We all have our individual priorities. We 

all have our individual emergencies. But as Advent calls us to 

focus and fuse ourselves we realize that we share a common bond, 

a common faith, a common commitment, a common rhythm. 

 

As you watched the metronomes on the video you noticed I’m sure 

that the individual meters of each slowly begin to regulate 

themselves and slowly come “in synch” with each other. So like 

those metronomes in the video, we too in the church need to get 

“in synch” during this Advent Season. 
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This isn’t just some crazy fluke however. If you have a sharp eye 

you will have notice something that all those metronomes shared in 

common: a platform. All of those metronomes which started out at 

all different rhythms are sitting on one common platform. That 

platform is gently, constantly oscillating, suggesting a new rhythm 

to all the individual units that rest upon it.  

 

For us to be in sync with God’s Spirit, God’s vision and mission, 

we too need a common platform. Such a common communication 

on a common platform is transformative. Sharing a common meter, 

a common rhythm, a common vision and mission transforms all 

the individual units into a greater entity, into individuals powered 

by one great force because Advent syncing with the Spirit means it 

is time for us to Wake Up and to listen to God’s beat. 

 

Wake Up! Wake up! It is an imperative! 

 

We have to wake up because we need to communicate with each 

other. There must be a back and forth dialogue between dedicated 

yet dispersed individuals. Our world is large and the demands of 

every community, every region, every continent, are different. But 

that doesn’t mean we don’t share a common core. And because of 

that common core we all communicate, share a harmonic whole, 

no matter how different we may appear to be.  

 

Every Christian community is unique, focused upon its own 

special challenges, and concerns. However every Christian 

community is connected by that common core: their commitment 

to Jesus the Christ. Advent is the time for us to start oscillating on 

that Jesus wavelength, sharing our common center.  
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As unique as each story is, each believer’s, each community’s, 

each church’s story we are still connected by a central Christmas 

confession. As we “countdown to Christmas” it is time to start 

counting our commonalities. Matthew’s text in this week’s gospel 

lesson urges believers to WAKE UP, to stay alert, to be on point, 

to get ready and be ready to go, whenever or wherever the 

Kingdom of God might break out. If there is any time to be 

particularly alert and reactive, eyes peeled and ears listening to the 

pealing bells of the approaching kingdom, it is now, in the Season 

of Advent.  

 

By sharing the Jesus story, by participating IN the Jesus story, we 

bring to Advent a harmonic frequency that can resonate throughout 

the whole of the year. Jesus is our common frequency.  

 

Jesus is our common mission, Jesus is our common vision, Jesus is 

our common communication. Advent is our time to Wake up, to 

the presence of Jesus the Christ. Advent is when the faithful are 

called to a renewed sense of consciousness, a renew sense of 

“count-down” to the presence of Christ on earth. Yes indeed, wake 

up church! Amen. 


