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There was a woman who has suffered greatly. She has been 

through a whole succession of weddings, then an equal number of 

sad funerals. But one can hardly see the woman and her successive 

tragedies because she has become a weapon in Jesus' critics' war of 

words against him. 

 

After all the weddings and all the funerals, "Whose wife will she be 

in the resurrection of the dead?" 

 

It's a trick question because, after all, the Sadducees who are 

asking the question, don't even believe in the resurrection of the 

dead. They find the whole idea silly. And in this question they 

appear to have really trapped Jesus. She can't be married to one 

husband in the resurrection, because she has been married to each 

of these men. It doesn't seem fair that, in the afterlife, she should 

be married to her last husband because, after all, she was married 

to six others. Therefore, according to the rules of logic, there is no 

resurrection. 

 

But Jesus replies with a whole new logic. "Those who belong to 

this age marry and are given in marriage; but those who are 

considered worthy of a place in that age and in the resurrection 

from the dead neither marry nor are given in marriage. Indeed 

they cannot die anymore, because they are like angels and are 

children of God, being children of the resurrection... Now he is 

God not of the dead, but of the living" (Lk 20:34-36, 38).  

 

Do you see what's going on here? The Sadducees are questioning 

Jesus on the basis of this world, the world that they know, the 

world that we know. This woman has been the property of first one 

man, then another and five others after that. She is nothing unless 

she is the wife of a man. You say there is a life in the age to come 

Jesus? Then tells us Jesus, “Whose property will she be?” 



A Whole New World 

A sermon Preached by Rev. John Miller Nov. 10, 2013 at BNUC, Surrey, BC 
(Luke 20:27-38)  25th after Pentcost Yr.C/13 

Page 2 

What’s behind this question? For it is no ordinary question with a 

simple yes or no answer. Oh to be sure, it is a question filled with 

interesting implications for the curious, the sort of question that 

was certain to attract an audience. But they might equally well 

have said to Jesus, "There were seven countries frequently at war. 

In the first battle the first country won. The second country won the 

second battle, the third country won the third, and so on until each 

had won once. So tell us Jesus, in the resurrection of which you 

speak, which country will win the war?"  

 

Who will win the war in the next age? Will it be blacks or whites, 

males or females, the US or Afganastan or Russia or the China or 

Iran or Syria…? Whose wife will the woman be, the first husband's 

or the third?  

 

Do we really care? Does it even matter? These may be interesting 

questions but ultimately distant questions that evade us and mean 

nothing to us. These are questions that we could just as well do 

without. However, we should notice how seriously Jesus took the 

question of the Sadducees. Jesus did not shrug their question off 

but rather as he always did, he went below the surface to the real 

question at the heart of the matter. He understood the question of 

the human heart that lay beneath the question being asked. 
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How can God allow suffering and loss? How can God look on any 

suffering? How could God allow such suffering that a woman 

should have to marry seven brothers? How could God allow that 

she should be deemed worthless seven times simply because she 

bore no children? How could God allow that she should have to 

bury seven husbands? How could God allow that parents should 

bury their children or that there should be rape and murder and 

disease or that thousands of people should die because of the 

devastation brought on by a terrorist attack or that innocent people 

are killed because of what we call collateral damage? How can you 

allow this God?... 

 

Have you forgotten us? Are we simply fading photographs 

disappearing into time? How can God allow humankind to use the 

creative power of the mind to make bombs and guns and chemicals 

to kill and maim one another? How can God allow such hatred and 

war and walls that divide to be built? 

 

Jesus responds by saying, in effect, "You are thinking on the basis 

of the old world order, present arrangements. But in the age to 

come, the resurrection is of a whole new world, a world not as we 

have made it in our unjust social arrangements, but the world as 

God intends it to be. The age to come is a whole new way of life 

that you cannot even comprehend.” 

 

We are far too limited in our thinking. We think on the basis of 

what we have previously experienced. But Jesus, in speaking of the 

resurrection, God's promised whole new world, speaks of some-

thing that is beyond our present experience, something beyond our 

wildest imaginings, something that we can know only through 

hope and faith in the triumph of the loving purposes of God. 
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This is the very basis of our great hope. There are some wrongs in 

this world that God has given us the means to set right and we 

ought to do so. Sunday worship ought to be motivation for us to 

get out of here and into the world and serve God by doing God's 

will in the world now.  

 

But there are some injustices so massive; some heart aches so 

deep, that we can't make it right even through our most sincere 

efforts. There are pains that happen that cannot be made right 

simply by being a world improved. What we need is a whole new 

world. We need a whole new world because that is what it will 

take. This week our country will once again mark another 

Remembrance Day to mark the two Great Wars, the Korean War, 

and more recent wars to mark the fallen who we say died to end all 

wars or in the service of our country. But we know that it is a lie. 

We know that the wars have not ceased, that daily people continue 

to die because of war and that we are far from peace. We know 

that as long as humanity continues to seek after power and hold on 

to prejudices and harbor hate in our hearts that wars will continue. 

 

What then shall we do? 

 

Shall we as John McCrae asked us to do, take the torch and hold it 

high and not break faith with those who died. Or shall we live in 

the way that God meant for us to live - in freedom and with the 

intention of preserving that freedom, by doing all that makes for 

perpetual freedom - and for perpetual peace; by doing justice, and 

loving mercy, and walking humbly with our God. 
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It sounds like a whole new world. A whole new world that we 

believe comes among us by the grace of God. We believe that in 

Jesus we catch a glimpse and have a foretaste of that new world 

breaking in amongst us. It's not yet here in its completeness, but it 

is on the way, glimpsed in word and music here on Sunday 

morning, when we get it right. We see glimpses of it every year 

when wherever Christians exist society celebrates the Christ 

child’s birth and hearts are awakened and we reach out with 

generosity to the poor and under privileged and the words “Peace 

on Earth” are heard throughout the land. 

 

Indeed one day there will be a day when swords will be turned into 

plowshares and peace will once again reign. For now however, we 

maintain the hope as we gather in this place to worship God and 

remind ourselves that yes, God is a God of the living and not the 

dead. God is a God of a whole new world. 

 

Indeed it is so. Thanks be to God. Amen. 


